
2023 KS1 AND KS2 
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STATUTORY ASSESSMENT OVERVIEW

Source: @jpembroke



‘Guidance for HTs, teachers and test 
administrators involved in 
administering KS1/KS2 national 
curriculum tests.’ [October 2022]

2023 Statutory Assessments

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-key-stage-2-tests
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-key-stage-1-tests


KS1 MATHEMATICS TEACHER 
ASSESSMENT: KEY DOCUMENTS

KS1 Teacher 
assessment 
exemplifications

‘Guidance for schools and LAs 
involved in the administration 
and moderation of statutory 
KS1 TA in 2023.’

‘For teachers to 
make statutory TA 
judgements for 
pupils at the end of 
KS1.’
The frameworks are 
designed for pupils 
who are working at 
the standard of 
national curriculum 
(NC) assessments.

‘Pre-key stage standards are 
for pupils who are working 
below the overall standard 
of KS1 NC assessments, but 
who are engaged in subject-
specific study.’

‘The engagement model is the 
assessment for pupils working below 
the standard of NC assessments and 
not engaged in subject-specific study 
at KS1.’

‘Statutory guidance for 
assessing and reporting the 
national curriculum at KS1 in 
the 2022/23 academic year.’

‘Guidance for schools about access 
arrangements available for pupils participating 
in 2023 KS1 national curriculum tests.’

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-engagement-model
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teacher-assessment-exemplification-ks1-mathematics
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/key-stage-1-teacher-assessment
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teacher-assessment-frameworks-at-the-end-of-key-stage-1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pre-key-stage-1-standards
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-1-teacher-assessment-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2023-key-stage-1-assessment-and-reporting-arrangements-ara
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-1-tests-access-arrangements


KS2 MATHEMATICS TEACHER 
ASSESSMENT: KEY DOCUMENTS

KS1 Teacher 
assessment 
exemplifications

‘Guidance for schools 
and LAs involved in the 
administration and 
moderation of statutory 
KS2 TA in 2023.’

‘For teachers to make 
statutory TA judgements 
for pupils at the end of 
KS2.’
The frameworks are 
designed for pupils who 
are working at the 
standard of national 
curriculum (NC) 
assessments.

‘Pre-key stage 
standards are for pupils 
who are working below 
the overall standard of 
KS2 NC assessments, 
but who are engaged in 
subject-specific study.’

‘The engagement model is the 
assessment for pupils working 

below the standard of NC 
assessments and not engaged in 

subject-specific study at KS2.’

‘Statutory guidance for 
assessing and reporting 
the national curriculum 
at KS2 in the 2022/23 
academic year.’

‘Guidance for schools about 
access arrangements available 
for pupils participating in 2023 
KS2 national curriculum tests.’

‘Information about how HTs, or 
someone with delegated authority, 
can re-schedule the KS2 tests.’

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-engagement-model
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teacher-assessment-exemplification-ks1-mathematics
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/key-stage-1-teacher-assessment
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2023-key-stage-2-assessment-and-reporting-arrangements-ara
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-2-tests-access-arrangements
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/key-stage-2-tests-varying-the-test-timetable
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teacher-assessment-frameworks-at-the-end-of-key-stage-2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pre-key-stage-2-standards
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-2-teacher-assessment-guidance


NATIONAL CURRICULUM: MATHEMATICS
Aims
‘The national curriculum for mathematics aims to ensure that all pupils: 
▪ become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including through varied and 

frequent practice with increasingly complex problems over time, so that pupils 
develop conceptual understanding and the ability to recall and apply knowledge 
rapidly and accurately;

▪ reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing relationships 
and generalisations, and developing an argument, justification or proof using 
mathematical language; and

▪ can solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine and 
non-routine problems with increasing sophistication, including breaking down 
problems into a series of simpler steps and persevering in seeking solutions.’  [p3] 

As a result, provision (over time) that meets expectations of 
the national curriculum will:

▪ promote procedural fluency;
▪ probe conceptual understanding; and
▪ challenge pupils to apply their mathematical thinking.



Ben thinks of a number. 

He adds half of the number to a quarter of the number. 

The result is 60.

What was the number that Ben first thought of?

2012 KS2 Paper B 
Q24

2008 KS2 Paper A 
Q21



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pre-key-stage-1-standards
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pre-key-stage-2-standards


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teacher-assessment-frameworks-at-the-end-of-key-stage-1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pre-key-stage-2-standards


NCETM: National Curriculum 
Assessment Materials (March 2015)

‘To help teachers make judgements on the degree to which 
pupils have acquired mastery of the mathematics curriculum, the 
NCETM has produced a series of questions, tasks and activities, 
mapped against key topics of the national curriculum.’

https://www.ncetm.org.uk/resources/46689




MATHEMATICS: TA Exemplifications 

Evidence of pupils’ learning may ... 

▪ … be planned;

▪ … have the element of surprise;

▪ … occur in a context outside the  
mathematics lesson;

▪ … be observed;

▪ … arise from discussion;

▪ … occur in a written outcome ; or

▪ … not be recorded, but 
understood and remembered. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teacher-assessment-exemplification-ks1-mathematics


KS1 National Curriculum Tests (2018, 2019, 2022)

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-practice-materials

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-practice-materials


https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-
curriculum-assessments-test-frameworks

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-test-frameworks
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/439642/2016_KS1_Mathematics_framework_PDFA.pdf


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-1-mathematics-test-framework


KS2 National Curriculum Tests (2018, 2019, 2022)

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-practice-materials
https://mathsbot.com/
https://mathsbot.com/primary/ks2
https://www.risingstars-uk.com/media/Rising-Stars/Revision/Achieve-IFT-Maths-2022.pdf


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/key-stage-2-mathematics-test-framework


https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-
curriculum-assessments-test-frameworks

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-assessments-test-frameworks


Reasoning Prompts

If you know …, what else do you know?

Convince me that …

Give me an example of …
(and another … and another).

Use … to solve/calculate …

What do you notice?

Spot, and correct, the mistake.

Change the values to balance the number sentence.

Which one is the odd one out?  
Explain your reasoning

True or false … and explain.

Always, sometimes or 
never true … and explain.
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2022 KS2 
REASONING 

(Paper 2)

What do 
you notice?



2022 KS2 
REASONING 

(Paper 3)
What 
do you 
notice?



Ben thinks of a number. 

He adds half of the number to a quarter of the number. 

The result is 60.

What was the number that Ben first thought of?

2012 KS2 Paper B 
Q24

2008 KS2 Paper A 
Q21



▪ Use previous NC tests to inform learning/teaching and to 
support pupils with familiarisation of the test format.

▪ Use ‘arithmetic’ paper to model efficiency (‘What do you 
notice?’) when calculating.

▪ Use pupils as mathematics ‘ambassadors’ to showcase the range 
of strategies/approaches that make efficient use of time … this 
could extend to pupils creating their own aide 
memoire/memory jogger to help them prepare for the tests. 

▪ Use ‘reasoning’ papers to prompt discussions on the theme of 
‘What do you notice?’ For example, crop/snip questions to 
provide discussion prompts.

▪ Encourage pupils to generate questions that might appear in the 
tests. This helps them to use precise vocabulary and to think 
through the task (… particularly useful for multi-step problems).

▪ Consider opportunities for home/school learning.

Thoughts … points for consideration
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